
 

We Are Family: Care for One Another 
1 CORINTHIANS 12:20-31  

10/17/2021 

PREPARE Pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance as you read and study God’s word. 
Read the verses slowly in your favorite translation. Record your insights and answers to the following 

questions.  

1 Corinthians 12:20-24a 

• Why do you think Paul chose the “body” imagery to describe the church? Do you think this is an effective 

metaphor? Why or why not? 

• Read 1 Corinthians 12:1-19. How does this passage support Paul’s argument that the diversity of spiritual gifts is 

a necessary ingredient for a healthy, unified church?   

• Why do you think believers are so tempted to compare our gifts or roles to those of others in the church? Why 

might you consider some to be “weaker” or “less honorable”? 

• Why is pride such a destructive force in the local church and the Family of faith as a whole—especially where 
spiritual gifts are concerned? Share an experience when you suffered negative consequences from another 

believer’s pride. Share an experience when another believer suffered negative consequences from your pride. 

What did you learn from these experiences? 

1 Corinthians 12:24b-26  

• Why is it important that different believers with different gifts come together in unity? What happens when they 

do not? 

• How can you use your spiritual gift(s) to care for another believer or group of believers? What challenges do 

you face putting this into practice? How can your group help?  

• Why is it important to suffer with someone in the body who suffers and to rejoice with those who are honored? 

What makes this difficult in our setting? 

• According to verse 24b God put the body together and bestows honor as He sees fit. What does this teach you 
about a decision to move to a new church, how you decide to use (or not using) your spiritual gifts, and how you 

should (or should not) view those whose roles and gifting are not the same as your own? 

1 Corinthians 12:27-31 

• What is the relationship between v. 12 and v. 27? How did the list of questions in verse 29-30 punctuate Paul’s 

point in those verses? 

• Read Romans 12:6-8 and 1 Corinthians 12:7-10, 28. How would you define the greater gifts? Do you desire 

them? Why or why not? How did Paul define the greater gifts? If his definition differs from yours, please 

explain. Is there a danger in desiring the greater gifts? Explain. 

GO DEEPER Review the September 12 lesson “Our Place in the Family” on Romans 12:1-8 and compare it to this 

week’s study. How are the passages similar? How are they different? How does each support or reinforce the 
teachings of the other? What additional insights did you get from reviewing both studies together that you did not 

receive when you completed them separately? 


